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mcestors, the contrast between theory and practice,
ind other profound considerations leading up to the
grand conclusion, Nolumus leges Angliss mutari.
it may be that some of the finest specimens of the
tribe were those who lately engaged in the defence
of the worst abuses in workhouses, and happily com-
pared all who denounced them to persons with a
morbid appetite for " putrid oysters/' The force of
the analogy may not be very obvious, but it had a
certain currency at the time from the happy con-
fusion of ideas which it indicated. Vestrymen, as
this scrap of their eloquence Implies, are frequently
dull; and it may even be that their education gives
them a dullness of a peculiarly fine flavour. But we
cannot flatter ourselves that dullness is confined to
Bumbledom, nor to its unfortunate subjects. There
is, we may venture to imagine, some stupidity in high
places; and if any doubts be entertained on the sub-
ject, we might ask Mr. Mill for his opinion of Con-
servative members of Parliament, or Mr. Bright for
his views of bishops. Assuming that those eminent
men cannot be speaking entirely without book, and
noting, for our private edification, the singular
resemblance between the two sides of the House of
Commons, and the fact that lawn sleeves do not
naturally change human nature, we may venture to
hazard a conjecture that there is probably a good
deal of stupidity up and down the country. How is
it to be assaulted with any prospect of success? The
thick armour which Providence has bestowed upon
this class of mankind is proverbial. Take it for a
rule, as the poet observes,

No creature smarts so little as a-fool.
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